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May 6 & 7, 2023

James 1:5-12 NIV

If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously
to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. But when you ask,
you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a
wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That person should not
expect to receive anything from the Lord. Such a person is double-
minded and unstable in all they do. Believers in humble circumstances
ought to take pride in their high position. But the rich should take pride
in their humiliation—since they will pass away like a wildflower. For the
sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and
its beauty is destroyed. In the same way, the rich will fade away even
while they go about their business. Blessed is the one who perseveres
under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the
crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him.

How to Embrace the Place God Has for Me:

n Expect God to give me the wisdom | ask Him for.

James 1:5 (NIV)
If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously
to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.

“God asks us to attempt the improbable
so that He can do the impossible.”

M& every request of God based on His perfect
character.

James 1:6 (TPT)

Just make sure you ask empowered by confident faith without doubting
that you will receive. For the ambivalent person believes one minute
and doubts the next. Being undecided makes you become like the
rough seas driven and tossed by the wind. You’re up one minute and
tossed down the next.



God’s Character Guarantees That:
e Nothing is impossible with Him.

Matthew 19:26 (NLT)
Jesus looked at them intently and said, “Humanly speaking, it is
impossible. But with God everything is possible.”

e Nothing He allows into our lives is for the purpose of harming
us.

Psalm 119:71 (NLT)
My suffering was good for me, for it taught me to pay attention to
your decrees.

n Become stable in my faith.

James 1:7-8 (TPT)

When you are half-hearted and wavering, it leaves you unstable. Can
you really expect to receive anything from the Lord when you're in that
condition?

Rock Solid Faith

Psalm 18:2 (NLT)

The LORD is my rock, my fortress, and my savior; my God is my rock,
in whom | find protection. He is my shield, the power that saves me,
and my place of safety.

Read God’s Word | Joshua 1:8 (NLT)

Obey God’s Will | Romans 12:2 (NLT)
Choose God’s Path | Jeremiah 29:11 (ESV)
Know God’s Purposes | Proverbs 16:4a (TPT)

n Reioice over all God has and has not given me.

James 1:9 (TPT)
The believer who is poor still has reasons to boast, for he has been
placed on high.

Philippians 4:10-13 (TPT)

My heart overflows with joy when | think of how you demonstrated love
to me by your financial support of my ministry. For even though you
have so little, you still continue to help me at every opportunity. I'm not
telling you this because I'm in need, for | have learned to be satisfied in
any circumstance. | know what it means to lack, and | know what it
means to experience overwhelming abundance. For I’'m trained in the
secret of overcoming all things, whether in fullness or in hunger. And |
find that the strength of Christ’s explosive power infuses me to conquer
every difficulty.



n Admit that everything | have belongs to God.

James 1:10 (TPT)

But those who are rich should boast in how God has brought them low
and humbled them, for all their earthly glory will one day fade away like
a wildflower in the meadow.

1 Chronicles 29:13-14 (NIV)

Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name. “But
who am |, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as
generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you
only what comes from your hand.”

n Cli_ng to the stuff of Heaven, not the things of Earth.

James 1:11 (MSG)

You know that as soon as the sun rises, pouring down its scorching
heat, the flower withers. Its petals wilt and, before you know it, that
beautiful face is a barren stem. Well, that's a picture of the "prosperous
life." At the very moment everyone is looking on in admiration, it fades
away to nothing.

Stuff of Heaven — “Only two things will last forever” ...
e God’s Word
e God’s People

n Exgect true happiness after tough circumstances.

James 1:12 (TPT)

If your faith remains strong, even while surrounded by life’s difficulties,
you will continue to experience the untold blessings of God! True
happiness comes as you pass the test with faith, and receive the
victorious crown of life promised to every lover of God!

e The Great White Throne judgment is only for those who reject
the gospel.

Revelation 20:11-14

...then | saw a great white throne and him who sat on it, from
whose face the earth and heaven fled away. And | saw the dead,
small and great, standing before God, and books were opened.
And another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the
dead were judged according to their works, by the things which
were written in the books. The sea gave up the dead who were in
it, and death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them.
When they were judged, each one according to his works. Then
death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second
death. And anyone not found written in the book of life was cast
into the lake of fire.



e The Judgment Seat of Christ is only for those who are
Christians.

2 Corinthians 5:10 (NIV)

...for we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that
each of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in
the body, whether good or bad.

John 6:29 (LB)
Jesus told them, “This is the will of God, that you believe in the one
he has sent.”

How to Embrace the Place God Has for Me:

Expect God to give me the wisdom | ask Him for.

Make every request of God based on His perfect character.
Become stable in my faith.

Rejoice over all God has and has not given me.

Admit that everything | have belongs to God.

Cling to stuff of Heaven, not the things of earth.

Expect true happiness after tough circumstances.

Memory Verse

James 1:6 (NLT)

But when you ask him, be sure that your faith is in God alone. Do not
waver, for a person with divided loyalty is as unsettled as a wave of the
sea that is blown and tossed by the wind.
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